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other hand, we have, as it is, a great advan-
tage ; the Fourfold Gospel is fourfold testimony.
But when once we try to prove that there is
some special fitness in the number (four Gospels,
rather than three or five), we are driven back on
far-fetched analogies similar to the one which,
as Dr. Taylor believes, meets us here. We con-
clude that the Fourfold Gospel may be reason-
ably identified with the antitype of the bench,
the four feet of which are compared to the four
" elements."

This conclusion would be greatly strengthened
if it could be shown that such far-fetched
analogies were used in reference to the Four
Gospels at a time not far from the date of the
composition of "The Shepherd." Now this is
just what we can show. Irena^us of Lyons,
writing about a generation and a half later than
Hernias, in a well-known passage (" Hasr.," III.,
11. 11), says that there could be neither mote
nor fewer than four Gospels. For since there
are four regions of the world and four winds, it
was natural that the Church should have four
pillars. The Word of God sits on the four-
faced cherubim; the Son of God sits on the
Four Gospels.